"And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds, not
neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one
another, and all the more as you see the Day approaching." Hebrews 10:2425
On more than one occasion I have heard the old adage that some people stop
coming to church during transitional or interim times in the life of a congregation.
There are many reasons that it doesn’t make sense to me but it does make sense
for those who step away for a time. Nevertheless, I am reminded of a story shared
by Rabbi Harold Kushner in his best-selling book, When Bad Things Happen to
Good People. He passes on the following gem attributed to Harry Golden:
That wonderful storyteller Harry Golden makes this point in one of his stories. When he was young,
he once asked his father, “If you don't believe in God, why do you go to synagogue so regularly?” His
father answered, “Jews go to synagogue for all sorts of reasons. My friend Garfinkle, who is
Orthodox, goes to talk to God. I go to talk to Garfinkle.”
This brief story reminds us better than any scholarly commentary of the reason why we, as the community of
faith, should "not neglect to meet together." There is simply an aspect of our worship of God that is missing
if we view it as strictly a private, individual matter. Being with God's people in acts of worship and service
can provide a source of support in times of hardship, transition, and grief. It can give us an ear when we just
need someone to listen. And better still, it takes us outside ourselves so that we can be more attentive to
the problems and joys of others.
In other words, meeting together as the community of faith reminds us that there is a place where we will
always belong (even when we cannot physically be there!) It fulfills a need in us in such a powerful way that
even an unbeliever can experience the grace of God as he treks off to the synagogue to see his pal.
If you have been "neglecting to meet together" with the community of faith, come join us on Sunday
mornings. Those of you who are already here, please don't take for granted what a blessing it is to talk to
God and to talk with one another.
Join us as we continue on our Lenten Journey together in worship on Sundays and on Wednesdays as part
of the Ecumenical community. Let’s walk together as we experience Holy Week beginning with
Palm/Passion Sunday, moving to the Upper Room on Maundy Thursday, and facing the Cross on Good
Friday. Thanks be to God that Good Friday is not the last word. Let’s worship together on Easter Morning
as we encounter the Risen Christ!
Grace and peace

Pastor Cheryl Ann

March 19th
March 11th

Border Buddies Ministry, which is
one of the ministries we
as a congregation
currently support, has
asked area churches to
collect medical supplies for
their 2018 Medical Mission Trip to
Honduras.
They have asked us at the
Horseheads First Presbyterian
Church to collect large bottles of
Tylenol (Acetaminophen). Please
put any contributions in the basket

in the Narthex now through the
end of March.

WORSHIP INFORMATION
March

4

Third Sunday in Lent
Communion
Isaiah 55:1-9; Luke 12:54-56; 13:1-9
"The Extra Year"

11

Fourth Sunday in Lent
Psalm 32; Luke 15:1-3, 11-32
"Grace Will Lead Us Home"

18

Fifth Sunday in Lent
Isaiah 43:16-21; John 12:1-8
"Sneak Preview"

25

Palm Sunday
Isaiah 50:4-9a; Luke 19:28-41
"Do You Really Mean It?"

29

Maundy Thursday
Service of Tenebrae

WEDNESDAY EVENING ECUMENICAL SERVICES DURING LENT
March

7

March

14

March

21

St. Matthew’s

Luke 4:1-13 Laura Daly
Theme: Fasting in faith
Jesus’ fasting and temptation in the wilderness

Horseheads Presbyterian

United Methodist

Joel 2:1-2, 12-17
Beth Frigard
Theme: Fasting as repentance
Rend your hearts and not your clothing
Acts 11:1-12 Cheryl Ann Elfond
Theme: Fasting for reconciliation
Peter’s vision of clean and unclean food

All services begin at 6 p.m. and begin with dinner.
Proceeds will go to the Southern Tier Food Bank Backpack Program (as they have several times)

Ecumenical Good Friday Service
The Community Good Friday service will be held on March 30th at Noon at Horseheads United Methodist Church.

WORSHIP COMMITTEE WORDS FROM WORSHIP
Easter Season 2018
There are a number of activities that take place as First Presbyterian Church, its members and friends
prepare for the Easter Season and ultimately Easter Sunday. Listed below are the activities and times
so that you have time to plan ahead for them.
February 14 – Ash Wednesday – Dinner 6:15, Service – 7:00
Ecumenical Lenten Dinners – Wednesdays from Feb. 21 – March 21 additional information will be
available.
March 4 – Appleridge Senior Living Service – 1:00-1:30 (at Appleridge)
March 25 - Palm Sunday – 10:30 Service
March 29 – Maundy Thursday – 7:00
March 30 – 30 Hour Vigil begins at 3:00 PM
April 1 – Easter Service – 10:30
April 1 – Appleridge Easter Service – 1:00-1:30 (at Appleridge)

WATCH AND PRAY VIGIL
This vigil is in response to Jesus’ request to his disciples that they “watch and
pray” with him in the Garden of Gethsemane on the evening of his betrayal.
As a congregation, we carry this out by watching and praying from home or in
the sanctuary from the time of the crucifixion (3:00 p.m. on Friday) until the
resurrection (6:00 a.m. on Sunday). We will have the church open during the
day, and those who have a key may come whenever they prefer.
Please see the bulletin board in the Narthex for further
information and sign up sheet.
Thank you for participating in this Lenten tradition.
Worship Committee

Easter Flowers
We will be ordering Flowers from Zeigler’s
to decorate the sanctuary for Easter Sunday worship.
Tulips (assorted colors) for $14.50 each
(no lilies this year)
Please note:
Orders must be turned in to the church office by
Sunday, March 18th at Noon.
(Please make checks payable to First Presbyterian Church)
Flowers may be taken home following Easter worship at 10:30 A.M.
************************************************

EASTER FLOWER ORDER – Checks to First Presbyterian Church

Your Name:
______________________________________________________________
Tulips – (how many) ________ x $14.50 each = (total) $ ______________

Dedication:
IN HONOR OF:
________________________________________________________________
IN MEMORY OF:
________________________________________________________________

LAY READER HEAD USHER Coffee Hour

4th

Jan Stillman

11th Allen Oldfield

Jim McIntosh

Deacons

Doug Day

Community
Meal

18th

Judy
McIntosh

Guy Stillman B&G / Mission

25th

Ellen
Benedict

Joe Matejka

Christian
Discipleship

Communion
Doug Day & Jim
McIntosh
-------------------------Gale Howard & Ellen
Benedict

