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“While it is good that we seek to know the Holy One, it is probably not so good
to presume that
we ever complete the task.”
― Dietrich Bonhoeffer, God Is in the Manger: Reflections on Advent and
Christmas
Happy Advent! That’s not a phrase folks generally use, but it might be more
appropriate than beginning to say Merry Christmas on December 1st, the date that Advent begins this
year. If we’re patient, Advent is a time of preparation for the Christ child and is full of joy, of wonder, and
even of mystery. Often our patience wears out sooner than we can cross off the days on the seasons’
calendar. This is the wonderful instruction of Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s quote, above. When we embrace the
mystery of the season, the opportunity to grow spiritually is unlimited. It is, as he says, “probably not so
good to presume that we ever complete the task.”
This Advent, amidst Christmas planning, gift giving and eggnog toasting, it is worth noting and reflecting
on the fact that all the major religions of the western world celebrate holidays in this season. Even some
non-religious folks celebrate, “in the bleak mid-winter.” My daughter has chosen not to celebrate
Christmas anymore but still celebrates the Winter Solstice on December 21st. So, even if we’ve read all
the Advent lectionary texts and the birth narratives of Matthew and Luke and completed our Advent
devotionals, there is still so much more to learn about God’s incredible creation from our sisters and
brothers.
Advent is truly a season of joy, wonder and mystery! The time spent with family and friends, some
seldom seen, can be rejuvenating and inspiring as we share stories and memories. The joy children
bring to our gatherings warms the heart as we take in their wonder at the season – setting up the crèche
nativity, retelling the story of the holy child, the kindnesses exchanged between strangers and neighbors.
For adults, this wonder is something for us soak up. We too often lose our sense of the mystery of
Advent and the Christmastide. Wrapped up in to-do lists and daily routines, the excitement of the first
snowfall can be lost on us. The mystery of God taking the form of a baby, can be perplexing, but still lost
in our busy-ness.
Friends, this holiday season there is much mystery for us to ponder – within our own faith, for certain, but
also in our sister faiths, as Jews celebrate Hanukkah, the dedication of the Second Temple, and as
Muslims celebrate Mawlid An-Nabi, the birth of the prophet Mohammed; and, even for our non-theistic
family and friends this is a season of wonder.
As we journey through Advent making time to ponder Christ among us, God’s love made manifest, the
king of kings born in a stable, these are wonder inspiring ideas. May we be inspired to explore the
mystery of this holy season. Happy Advent!

God’s Grace and Peace be with you,
Aaron

Thank you to all who participated in
Operation Christmas Child.
We collected 28 boxes!
These boxes will make a huge difference in
the lives of children around the world.
God Bless You!
The Mission Committee

There is a Hat and Mitten Tree in the
Narthex for the Advent Season. Clothes
pins are available to hang the hats and
mittens on the tree. The hats and mittens
will be donated to a local school.

Please join us
for the

Men’s Breakfast
Saturday, December 7th at 9:00 am.
On the Menu:
French Toast, Bacon, Home Fries, Coffee,
and Juice.

FREE COMMUNITY DINNER

Friday, December 13th
4:30 pm

The newsletter deadline for January’s
issue of Press Notes is Wednesday
December 18th

